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Jim’s Jargon

What a creat Eotary wear! A

spectal thanks to all who helped
Tour efforts exemplify  “Zervice
Abowve Self” and I certainly appreciate the club’s ef
forts this year and every year.

I especially want to thank you for all of your sup-
pott with my family and all that it means to us. Your
thoughtfulness and prayers have gone a long way in
our healing process and we again say, “thank yvou”.

I want to encourage vou to support Jo Moore and
her officers and I want you to seriously consider tak-

ing a foreign exchange student inte your home.
- Jim
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Installation of Officers

Picnic at Binder Lake
Boat Dock
5:30 pm
Wednesday, June 20

Bring the whole family!

Project Fishing Rod Catches New Recr uits:
A Rotary Foundation Project

The Rotary Club of Roma Appia Antica, Italy, recently

launched "Project Fishing Rod" in Burkina Faso, one of the
world's poorest nations. Working closely with the Rotary
Club of Ouagadougou, the capital, the Rotarians selected
two young men and two young women, brought them to
Italy for job training, and now are helping them launch their
own businesses. The Italian Rotarians call Project Fishing
Rod a"micro intervention,” based on the concept of "aid for
development instead of aid for survival."

Formerly Upper Volta, the landlocked West African
nation liesin the midst of the drought-prone Sahel. Only
about 1/8 of the land is arable, and average life expectancy is
just 44 years. The United Nations Development Program
ranks Burkina Faso 171t of 174 nationsin its World Human
Development Index.

The project was funded by a $3,000 Carl P. Miller
Discovery Grant and a $10,000 New Opportunities Grant
from The Rotary Foundation of RI and District 2080 (Italy).

The men received technical training in air conditioner
maintenance and installation at a factory in southern Italy.
The women's training course took place in a shirt factory in

central Italy.



Last October, the final phase of the project began in Burkina

June 2001 Programs Faso: the launch of the new enterprises.

5-23 Donna Deitz — Chamber
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African man speedsthrough LU coursesto
reunite with family of six

By KRISHILGEDICK--News Tribune

Two continents. One ocean. 8,762 miles.

| t took Stanford Nyatanga, 49, from Zimbabwe, only two years and

nine months to earn a bachelors degree in accounting at Lincoln

University with honors. But separated from afamily of six who

remained behind in Africa, he had areason to hurry.

Along with 300 of his classmates, Nyatanga graduated Saturday in
aceremony at Reed Stadium. The ceremony, and afollowing
celebration at afellow church member's home, is the culmination of
much work and sacrifice.

It's likely these are the difficult years Nyatanga will always
remember -- but with good memories. Although he took his chances
when offered an opportunity to study in the United States, it seemsto
be working out.

Nyatanga currently lives in the caretaker's pavilion near McClung
Park with hiswife, Ellen, and two of their five children -- David, 19, a
freshman at State Fair Community College with an interest in
computers, and Nolyn, 16, a student at Lincoln thisfall who hopes to
obtain amedical degree someday.

Two other children -- Ledlie, 26, and Malcolm, 22 -- are graduating
this spring from the University of Solusi in Zimbabwe. A final child,
Phoecna, 24, is expecting to attend the University of Denver to obtain

amaster's degree in economics thisfall.

If you ask Nyatanga how he manages to provide living expenses for
all those children, you'll get asmile. "It's becoming very difficult,” he
acknowledged.

Nyatanga said he's thought about the situation. "My wife and | have
asked ourselves, 'What can we do for our children? We wanted to
leave them something," he explained.

Nyatanga said the solution was to seek education for every member
of hisfamily. "If you can educate them, in any situation, they can help
themselves," he said. "God has worked in our favor. They've all done

extremely well in school and we're thankful."

Nyatangais quick to offer credit to the parishioners of the First
United Methodist Church on Monroe Street. "They have helped out
quite tremendoudly,” he said. "And with one or two scholarships
coming in here and there..."

Church Administrator Jerry Kelly said Nyatanga came to his church
three years ago when the scholarship that brought him to the United
States devalued unexpectedly, along with Zimbabwe's currency. Kelly
said 12 familiesin the church have actively supported Nyatanga's
efforts to secure a degree from Lincoln.

Kelly said the family has become a valuable asset to the church's
community. "Anytime you have someone from a different culture, if
offersatotally refreshing perspective,”" he said.

Kelly spoke of the remarkable faith it took to make the leap to come
here. "Here in this country, we're not raised to have that kind of faith,"
he said. "Initially, he came here to better himself, but after the political

situation that developed, it became an opportunity for him to make a
better life for hisfamily."
Nyatanga said that life in Zimbabwe has changed dramatically for

In Harare, the
capital of Ziumbabwe,
Myatanga 1 an ac-
countant who has
worked for the gov-
erment for 21 years
and most recently as
the chief executive
officer 1n administra-
= tion and finance for

the Ministry of Jus-

Stanford Nyatanga tice. He's heen giwen

Cuts the cake at his graduation party a five-year dispensa-

tion to study abroad.

"I just wanted to get a degree,” he sad, adding that after

being i the workforce for 20 vears, it was time to brush
up on new technologies and learn new slalls.

Mow that he's obtaned his bachelor's degree, he hop-
g to finish his master's before hiz five-year leave 15 up.
He's said he's pleased with the opportunities offered by
Lincoln. "The teaching staff 15 competent and helpful," he
satd. "Also, it's been three years now, and I've seen alot
of changes for the better, such as the new business school
[ credit that to the president -- Dr. Dawvid Henson."

The hardest part of hus transition to the .57

Acclimating to live as a humble student, he sad. "I
was used to going to work, coming home and reading the
paper. [ was responstble for the budget of the Muustry of
Justice (the courts and prisons). There were people under
me. I was used to grving the orders” he said humorously.
"It was hard at first to take mstructions from my profes-
sors, who were often younger than me." "But I'm glad I
adjusted ... and they handled it quite well," he sad.

More seriously, Nyatanga said living without his fam-
ily for two years was really difficult. "I thank God," he
satd. "Vou're always praying, vou'll still find all vour chil-
dren ... wtact Mone with cluld, none married none
trouble."

Myatanga does not downplay the wnportance of the
IMethodist church m iz farly's lfe. "My church has
played an extremely wmportant role i our socialization ..
they have talen care of us, contiue to do so. I really ap-
preciate if," he sad.

He said he's looking forward to a day when he can re-
turn home to Zimbabwe's more temperate chmate and his
former posttion in the governmment -- which he enjoyed.
For now, howewver, he's hoping to help his children come
to the Urnited States to study.

Thir article first appeared in The Sunday News Tribune
Jar by 13, 2001




the worse in the few years he's been gone. Ellen remained behind in
Africathe first two years Nyatanga was in Jefferson City -- holding the
family together by running a family transport business and maintaining
abridal shop. She arrived last August; the two youngest children,
David and Nolyn, followed in December.
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