
     Effective March 1, 2001, meal cost for members will be 
$4, meal cost for visiting Rotarians and guests will be $8.

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS

     Each year the budget includes amounts to be used for 
donations to charitable organizations.  The current budget 
allows for a total of $493 to be used for this purpose.  We 
have made one $100 donation to Hospice out of this budget.  
If you have a particular charity that you feel should be 
recognized by the club, please let either Reg or me know 
your preferences.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

     We have recently been asked about our club's inclement 
weather policy.  After we determined one had not formally 
been adopted, we decided this was worthy of attention.  
David Luther has agreed to coordinate this activity.  If the 
Club President determines the meeting should be canceled, 
David will contact the local media for announcements to be 
made on radio and local TV stations.

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE (GSE) TEAM

District 6080 is sponsoring a GSE team from South Korea 
this year.  The team is scheduled to be in our area sometime 
between April 25th and April 30th, as they will be traveling 
from the Lake of the Ozarks to Columbia and from there to 
Warrensburg for the District Conference.     We will need 
assistance in providing a place for the team members to stay 
and travel.  Steve Stark has graciously agreed to organize 
our club's participation.  Once we know the occupations of 
the team members, we will try to schedule visits of related 
businesses.  If you are interested in hosting a member, please 
contact Steve direct.



DISTRICT CONFERENCE

     The 2001-2002 6080 District Conference will be held 
May 2-4,2002 in Warrensburg, MO, the home of District 
Governor Jerry Franklin.  He promises to make this event 
worthy of attendance and encourages everyone to make 
plans to attend.  Mark your calendars now - we should be 
receiving registration forms in the near future.



The Rotary Factor

It is an unlikely war that the United States has been fighting 
against terrorism, what with the dropping of both bombs and 
food on Afghanistan.  So it seems fitting that one of our 
allies in this improbable war is an improbable partner, 
Rotary International.  Rotary is one of the most popular 
organizations within the territorial confines of Pakistan, 
where it has 84 active chapters and more than 2,300 
members (5% of them women), some of whom are the 
country's most influential opinion-makers.
According to N.D. Tanwir, Rotary's district governor in 
Pakistan, "We have had many group exchanges between our 
two countries and the results have been very fruitful.  Those 
who've gone to the U.S. from our country have been able to 
establish many new friendships, helping us to find new 
financial partners to share our projects.  The U.S. visitors 
here were always happy to see that Pakistan was quite 
different from what they had been reading or hearing.  They 
also noticed our problems, especially the influx of refugees, 
and have carried our message to their home."
Rotary's public information sources say that 



communications between Pakistan and Rotary International 
headquarters since September 11th have included whether or 
not we were OK in the U.S. after the attack, and how 
programs--especially our polio immunization initiative over 
there--will be affected.  In early November 2001, Pakistani 
Rotarians and other volunteers poured into Afghan refugee 
camps in Pakistan for 3 days of immunizing the homeless 
against polio.  Liza Barrie, chief spokesperson for UNICEF, 
says that "Afghanistan is one of the world's hot spots for 
polio, and in fact, the areas where you find lingering 
diseases like this also tend to be the world's most conflict-
ridden countries; Rotary is one organization that goes 'on the 
ground' to get as close as they can to the problem."  

Abdul Khan, a Rotarian in Pakistan who oversaw the latest 
polio initiative, says more than 5,000 fixed immunization 
centers are being established by the organization.  Special 
efforts have been made to greet Afghan refugees with relief 
as they cross the border and are met by local Rotary 
members and other volunteers.  "We've also started working 
on providing other support in these locations, particularly the 
construction of shelters," Khan says.  Rotarians in Pakistan 
are also providing blankets, food and other provisions for the 
refugees from Afghanistan.
Spread across the country from Islamabad to Rawalpindi, 
Pakistani Rotarians have found themselves increasingly 
tackling projects such as health care, education, drug abuse, 
which also occupy club members elsewhere in the world.  
During this month, Dave Groner, a Rotarian from 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, plans to lead 80 club members from 
the Midwest to Pakistan.  The group plans to meet with 
fellow Rotarians there, stay in their homes and discuss 
projects such as aiding the refugees.  One of Rotary's 
principal focuses now is to make the world polio-free in time 
for Rotary's centennial year in 2005.

-- Excerpted from the February 2002 issue of The Rotarian 
by Tom Marcy


